
Although European explorers came to the 
Americas searching for treasures of gold 
and silver, the real golden treasure they 
discovered was corn. Corn, domesticated 
by Native Americans, is one of the most 

diverse and important crops in the world. 
How did this crop evolve from an 

inconspicuous wild grass to a global 
commodity? 

CORN 
The Real Treasure of the Americas 
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